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species with a doubly hinged plastron. They are also the only Iowa species other 
than snapping turtles entirely lacking spots or stripes any place on the shell or 
soft parts . Snapping turtles are easily distinguished from them by their long tail, 
reduced unhinged plastron, and much larger size. Some softshell turtles are 
nearly unspotted but their flexible shell and pointed nose easily distinguish 
them. 
Habitat and Potential Distribution 
Even though they are aquatic , Illinois mud turtles require a sandy soft soil 
around the river inlets , woodland ponds , and marshes where they live. During 
nesting they move considerable distances from water and are occasionally seen 
on land at other times of year as well. They could be found on roads and also 
may be caught by fishermen. This species could occur in suitable sandy habitat 
anyplace in extreme southeastern Iowa (Figure 22). 
Figure 22 . Areas where Illinois Mud Tunles might be found. 
Lizards 
Five-lined Skink, £11111eces f ascia111s 
Recognition 
Five-lined skinks are as much as 3 ¼ inches long not including the fragile tai l. 
They are glossy black laterally and brown dorsall y with 5 di stinct yellowish 
longitudinal stripes (Figure 23) . The mid-dorsal stripe is less d istinct than the 
others. The stripes are less intense in old males and their background color is 
also light. The young have bright blue tails , as do young of all other Iowa 
lizards. These are the only Iowa lizards with 5 distinct yellowish body stripes. 
The northern prairie skink is of similar size but lacks the distinct yellow 
mid-dorsal stripe and has instead three tan dorsal stripes . Their background 
color tends to be lighter than that of five-lined skinks . Six-lined racerunners 
have six yellow stripes and dull bead-like scales. 
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Figure 23 . Five-lined Skink , Eumeces fa sciarus. 
Habitat and Potential Distribution 
Five-lined skinks are especially associated with rock outcrops on woodland 
edges although in places are found in wooded clay bluffs . They are much more 
active in spring than fall and are so alert and fast that they will rarely be seen 
unless one is searching for them. They rapidly hide in rock crevices or under 
loose bark. It is possible that their secretive nature has made them appear more 
scarce than they actually are . The species could occur anyplace in eastern Iowa 
where rock and woodland occur with ample exposure to sunlight or in western 
Iowa in wooded Missouri River bluffs (Figure 24) . Specimens collected should 
be cooled in a refrigerator or with ice for a few minutes, placed on a rock and 
photographed and then released at their point of capture. Specimens released 
elsewhere will have little chance of survival. 
Figure 24 . Areas where Five-lined Skinks might be found . 
Great Plains Skink, Eumeces obsolerus 
Recognition 
These are the largest and most heavily bodied legged lizards occurring in 
Iowa and are extreme! y rare . The head and body together may be as long as 5 ½ 
inches (Figure 25) . They are easily separated from all other Iowa lizards by the 
fact that the body lacks well developed stripes, although it sometimes appears 
as if each scale row is a separate stripe . Each dorsal scale is brown but bordered 
with black. The lizards are creamy-yellow ventrally.The young are blue-black 
with white bars on the labial scales. 
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Figure 25. Great Plains Skink . £11111eces obso /e111s . 
Habitat and Potential Di stribution 
Great pl ains skinks are a grassland species although, in Iowa , they are 
usually on the edge of woodlands under and around decaying, fallen trees. They 
are extremel y secreti ve and appear to spend most of their time below ground . 
They could be found in extreme western Iowa especially on and near the bluffs 
bordering the Mi ssouri River or in scattered riparian woodlands in southern 
Iowa (Figure 26) . 
Figure 26. Areas where Great Plains Skinks might be found. 
Western Slender Glass Lizard, Ophisa11 rus a11e1111a111s a11e111wrus 
Recognition 
Western slender glass lizards are the only legless lizards found in Iowa 
(Figure 27). The head and body may be up to I I inches long but a specimen with 
its entire tail may total over 40 inches. They are easily distinguished from 
snakes by their stiff, hard scales, apparent lateral groove , eyelids, and external 
ear openings. They are longitudinally striped and cannot be confused with any 
other Iowa animal . The tail is easil y broken and most specimens found will have 
a portion of the tail regenerated and of different color than the remainder of the 
lizard . 
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Figure 27 . Western Slender Glass Lizard , Ophisaurus attenuatus attenuatus. 
Habitat and Potential Di stribution 
Western slender glass lizards are inhabitants of undi sturbed grasslands and 
dry woodlands. They are secretive and rarel y seen but burrow somewhat less 
than other legless lizards . They could occur throughout much of southern and 
eastern Iowa (Figure 28). It is likely that very few populations still exi st in the 
state . 
Figure 28. Areas where Western Slender Glass Lizards might be found . 
Snakes 
Yellow-bellied Water Snake, Ncurix errthrogaster .flm ·igaster 
Recognition 
These water snakes are virtually without stripes or spots. They are plain gray 
dorsall y and yellow ventrally with the yellow extending onto the lower jaw 
(Figure 29). Specimens are known over 4 feet long, but -we have no Iowa 
specimens longer than 3 feet . Each dorsal and lateral scale has a di stinct keel 
and the scale immediate ly anterior to the anus (anal plate) is split into two 
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